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propose to specify were in reality noted more than
two centuries ago by the powerful intellect of
Hobbes, and it will be seen what light is thrown on
some political phenomena of our day by his searching
analysis.

Political liberty, said Hobbes, is political power.
When a man burns to be free, he is not longing for
the " desolate freedom of the wild ass " ; what he
wants is a share of political government. But, in
wide democracies, political power is minced into
morsels, and each man's portion of it is almost in-
fmitesimally small. One of the first results of this
political comminution is described by Mr. Justice
Stephen in a work7 of earlier date than that which I
have quoted above. It is that two of the historical
watchwords of Democracy exclude one another, and
that, where there is political Liberty, there can be no
Equality.

The man who can sweep the greatest number of frag-
ments of political power into one heap will govern the rest.
The strongest man in one form or another will always role.
If the government is a military one, the qualities which make
a man a great soldier will make him a ruler. If the govern-
ment is a monarchy, the qualities which kings value in coun-
sellors, in administrators, in generals, will give power. In a
pure democracy, the ruling men. will be the Wire-pullers and

7 Liberty, Fraternity, and Equality. By Sir James Stephen.
1873. P. 239.